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adopt - volunteer - donate



we create happiness 
by bringing pets & people together 



a letter f rom 
the executive director

When I arrived at the Spokane Humane Society last June, the 

COVID pandemic was in full-effect.

Our shel ter was open by appointment only. Many of our volunteers 

no longer came to do laundry, play with cats,  or walk dogs. Our 

clinic was closed as concerns about Personal Protection Equip-

ment redirected those resources to places where humans are treat-

ed.

It was an honor to step into the role of Executive Director during 

that time. I  met employees of 5,  10 and even 20 years will ing to 

adapt their schedules and work habits to ensure our animals 

received the best care under these most trying circumstances. 

I  witnessed our community step up and adopt a pet or open their home to foster one. Thankfully,  

your donations continued to arrive. Many volunteers persevered and made the extra effort to mask 

up and social distance so that another dog could get out into the f resh air and stretch his legs.

When we re-opened in July, we limited the number of people who could come into the shel ter to 

5 at a time. A long line often formed before our 11  AM opening. One month later,  we celebrated the 

opening of BARK, A Rescue Pub. This unique adoption site was born out of Josh Wade and Katie 

Holmes love of animals.  They buil t kennels for dogs and a room for cats alongside their restaurant. 

From that start ,  it  has been every bit as successful as our Everyday Adoption Center at PetSmart 

and our own shel ter for adoptions.

Over 2200 dogs, cats,  rabbits and rodents were adopted f rom SHS in 2020. This is just a slight 

decrease f rom 2019 even though the shel ter was open significantly fewer hours.

ed boks & friend



We had some wonderful dogs and cats come through our 

doors. Of course, the cute puppies and kittens were 

snatched up within days or even hours. It ’s the animals 

who stay longer that often make their way into our hearts.  

Many of those animals had medical needs requiring spe-

cial care. 

Thank you to all  who donated to our STAR – Special Treat-

ment And Recovery – program. Because of you we were 

able to treat those special heal th needs and send these 

animals home with a clean bil l  of heal th. Betty White was 

such a pet.  Betty needed to lose a significant amount of 

weight to help with her hypothyroid condition. We collec-

tively cheered with each pound she lost,  leading to her 

adoption by a loving family.  

Thanks to your support,  animals l ike Betty, and hundreds more, found loving families.  More 

than ever our pets may provide the only happy moments we experience during these lonely 

and stressful days. Separated f rom our human families because of social distancing, our pets 

became the recipients of all  our hugs. Their funny antics made us laugh when the television 

couldn’t and soothed our souls as we shared their company. 

In 2021 and beyond, we will  continue to honor the bond between humans and their pets.  By 

expanding our STAR program to include pets owned by families on public assistance. STAR 

will  help keep pets & people together. 

As I  reflect on my first months with SHS, I  am amazed at the love our community has for our 

animals.  This love is our legacy, a legacy that began 123 years ago. One I  am proud to help 

carry forward.

betty white

a letter f rom 
the executive director



until one has 

loved an animal, 

a part of one’s 

soul remains 

unawakened.”
- anatole france.

“

minnie

Thanks to your support,  animals l ike Betty, and hundreds more, found loving families.  More 

than ever our pets may provide the only happy moments we experience during these lonely 

and stressful days. Separated f rom our human families because of social distancing, our pets 

became the recipients of all  our hugs. Their funny antics made us laugh when the television 

couldn’t and soothed our souls as we shared their company. 

In 2021 and beyond, we will  continue to honor the bond between humans and their pets.  By 

expanding our STAR program to include pets owned by families on public assistance. STAR 

will  help keep pets & people together. 

As I  reflect on my first months with SHS, I  am amazed at the love our community has for our 

animals.  This love is our legacy, a legacy that began 123 years ago. One I  am proud to help 

carry forward.



spay/neuter clinic

Lorem ipsum

spay/neuter vaccinations microchips

2,964 4,329 $1,005

in 2020 we performed...

1,005

adira, the clinic cat

The Spokane Humane Society Spay & Neuter Clinic was made 
possible in 2009 by a generous donation from Dorothy M. Clark, a 
long-time supporter and animal advocate. Our clinic provides low 
income pet owners affordable veterinary services such as vacci-
nations, micro-chipping, and spay or neuter surgery.

In addition to providing affordable essentials to the community, 
we at times are presented with some special cases. Like Adira, our 
beloved clinic cat. Adira was brought to SHS with eyes so badly 
infected they had to be removed by our caring veterinarian. After 
healing, she was adopted by a staff member who brings her to 
work each day to remind us of just how much our work makes a 
difference in the lives of the animals we care for. 



our story

BARK, A Rescue Pub PetSmart

Since 1897 SHS has been a refuge 
for animals in our community.  
SHS has provided love,  shel ter,  
nourishment,  veterinary care,  
and placement for tens of thou-
sands of lost ,  neglected and un-
wanted animals.  For over 123 
years we served as a safe haven 
for lost & homeless animals.  Be-
cause of partnerships with 
PetSmart and BARK, A Rescue 
Pub, we now have two additional 

adoption centers where the public can meet and adopt animals in need of their for-
ever homes. Despite the pandemic ,  these partnerships al lowed us to adopt over 2200 
animals in 2020.



our story
donations

pet food bank

volunteers

SHS is funded 100% by donations and the fees for adoptions 

and services.  We do not have time l imits and never eutha-

nize heal thy or treatable animals.  It  is  because of the gen-

erous donations of individuals,  support f rom our sponsors,  

wil ls  and bequests that we are able to help so many animals 

each year.  

Our Volunteers,  the heart of our organization,  are an inte-

gral  part of the work we do at SHS. From greeting people 

at the shel ter,  walking dogs,  cat cuddling, assisting our 

cl inic ,  fostering animals in need, and working at adoption 

and fundraising events -  they do it  al l  and they do it  with 

heart .  We simply would not be able to do it  without them. 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities,  please visit  

our website at www.spokanehumanesociety.org under Vol-

unteer.  

Every year,  we distribute around 20,000 pounds of pet 

food to the community,  providing food and supplies to 

famil ies who may be struggling to care for their pets.  

This service al lows more pets to stay in their homes 

and receive love f rom their family and the nourish-

ment they need. 

218 active volunteers in 2020



star animal

blue boy
All animals deserve love and care!  That was 

our thinking when we revived our Red Star 

Program in 2020.  It  might surprise you to 

learn that in the first decade of the 20th 

Century, SHS founded The American Red 

Star Animal Relief Fund “to send ambulanc-

es and surgeons to [World War I]  battle 

fields to care for wounded horses and dogs 

in military service and to attend to them in 

case of i l lness.”  The fund was also used to 

care for animals “affected by epidemics, 

famines, floods, or earthquakes.”

In 2020, during a pandemic, we renamed 

and revived our historic Fund simply to 

STAR (Special Treatment and Recovery).   

The STAR Program is funded solely by your 

donations and allows us to provide l ife-sav-

ing medical care to abused, neglected, 

injured and sick animals – animals l ike Blue 

Boy.

Blue Boy arrived at SHS in need of signifi-

cant medical care. He had suffered an acute 

carpal strain so severe our veterinarians 

determined that to save his leg he needed a 

delicate procedure to fuse his carpal joint 

together.

Our medical team immediately reached out 

to our great partners at the WSU College of 

Veterinary Medicine - and arranged to have 

their orthopedic specialists perform this 

difficul t procedure.



shs financials
individual donations

$897,484

estates & planned giving

$784,243

in kind donations

$67,258

clinic services

$181,514

special events

$140,038

animal adoptions 

$249,165

shelter income

$103,632

outreach programs

$11,453

corporate programs

$49,685

grants

$85,222

shs shel ter

Lorem ipsum

average length of stay -

what was our save rate percentage?

dogs: 29.6 days

18,492

$1,005

in 2020...

98.4%

cats: 45.54 days

how many pounds of food did we distribute-
through our food bank?
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The Spokane Humane Society is a privately funded 501c3 organization 

managed by a volunteer Board of Director’s. Our Board of Director’s 

ensure we are meeting our mission to provide the best possible care for 

our animals. 



meet the board!

Although born a Texan and a Baylor grad, Spokane has been home for 22 years with 2 dogs, 2 cats and 2 kiddos.  
Our daughter is veterinary school, and our son is a senior at WSU and had his SHS adopted cat since age 8.  I 
am the Life Enrichment Director with Daybreak Youth Services for 5 years and find helping children and 
animals a true calling.  I believe in animal healing/therapy and plan to implement more interaction with clients 
at Daybreak and the SHS.  I’ve served on the SHS BOD for 7 years and look forward to helping as many animals 
and kiddos as possible.  I have seen great strides in animal welfare, but recognize we have a long way to go.    

judie wozniak | secretary
While always happy to volunteer in the community this is my first venture as a Board Member.  I serve as Secre-
tary and enjoy being an active contributor.  I am an accountant by trade; with the Broadway Group for 33 years. 
I worked my way up from receptionist to CPA License and Accounting Manager.  I have a passion for animals 
that started at a young age in a household where multiple dogs, cats, hamsters, fish, turtles and even a 
beloved pollywog were the norm.  I currently have two rescue dogs and a cat who brighten our family life.  I 
enjoy being a Board Member and raising awareness and promoting animal welfare. 

catherine reynolds | vice president

I have been president of the board for over a year now & am thrilled to be a part of such an amazing, animal-lov-
ing team. I grew up partially on my grandmother’s farm & have had a love for animals my whole life. In fact, I 
became the only vegetarian in my family at 5-years-old after discovering the powerful human-animal bond 
through caring for them & haven’t gone back! As a Board, we are very excited to be able to help the animals in 
such an impactful way. Stay tuned for new updates, because we have some big things coming soon! Thank you 
all for entrusting me in this leadership position & for joining us in our mission to help the animals.

melissa williams | president

My name is Logan Wilson and I have served as the Treasurer for the Board of Directors for SHS for four years.  
Born and raised in Spokane, WA., I attended EWU where I received my degree in finance and economics. I met 
and married (not on the same day) my beautiful wife Staci and together we have four kids, two boys and two 
girls, who keep us entertained and on our toes.  I have worked for STCU for the past 16 years in various positions 
and really love how they are so committed to volunteering within our community.

logan wilson | treasurer



My name is Maria Walker, I am a Real Estate Managing Broker with 23 years’ experience helping clients make one 
of the largest financial and most emotional decision.  I have two children and four grandchildren whom I love 
passionately.   I’ve had pets all my life and have dedicated myself to helping the animals by volunteering with SHS 
over 20 years ago.  I’ve served as a board member for over 15 years. I founded The FurrBall and Chair this commit-
tee.  I am active animal welfare advocate and know that while we have come a long way we have a long way to 
go. I helped SHS become a 98% live release shelter and am proud to be a member of this organization. 

maria walker | board member

II’m retired, having worked in law enforcement for 30 years.  Animals have always played a role in my life. We have 
always had a variety of animals: cats and dogs of course; but also birds, rabbits, and other creatures. After becom-
ing empty nesters, we’re back to cats and dogs. My family and friends often enter into a barter system of caring for 
each other’s animals. This allows us to enjoy even more animals.  I look forward to this new phase of life, retirement, 
and volunteering. I’m enjoying all the people I’m meeting who love and care for animals. I enjoy supporting the 
SHS, the wonderful staff and volunteers who serve by caring for the animals.

robin betz | board member

linda miller | board member
My name is Linda Miller.  I am a retired Marketing Manager who grew up in Spokane, WA.  As a child, we had 
poodles because my sisters were allergic to most dogs and cats too.  As soon as I was on my own, I celebrated by 
adopting 3 cats.  As each crossed the Rainbow Bridge, I adopted more.  All, except one, were adopted from SHS.  5 
years ago, I started volunteering with SHS and have been so inspired by the staff, volunteers, and fellow board 
members.  Our mission to enrich the lives of animals through support, education, advocacy, and love is practiced 
every day!  I love spending time with the animals, but also like that my business background lets me contribute in 
other ways too.

I have had pets my entire life, and they’ve played an important role in the happiest moments of my life, as well as 
getting me through some of the more emotional moments, so I try to repay that kindness by both bringing rescue 
animals into my home and joining the SHS board. In my opinion, there’s no greater calling than advocating on 
behalf of those who cannot do so for themselves.

susan nelson | board member

meet the board!



Hello, my name is Annie Townsend, I grew up in Connell WA. I have two daughters, who I followed to Spokane 4 
years ago where I met my wonderful husband, Tom.  I’ve worked for the Department of Corrections 21 years as a 
Classification Counselor.  I helped develop the SHS Prison Dog Program which is so rewarding for both the dog 
and the prisoner.  I’ve always been an animal lover and advocate and have always had multiple animals in our 
home.  I love SHS and our cause.  I am humbled and honored to serve on the Board and be a voice to help all the 
animals unable to speak for themselves.  There is much work to do….and the only way to accomplish it is as a 
team!  

annie townsend | board member

mark buening | board member

My name is Mark Buening.  I’ve served on the Board 4 years.  I am the Finance/Budget Director for the Spokane 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation.  Before that, I directed the Budget/Finance Dept. for the King County Prosecuting 
Attorney.  I have a master’s in theological studies.  My life interest has been to formulate an understanding of the 
place of animals in Christian theology.  I am married and have two animal loving children.  I grew up with a 
menagerie of animals (dogs, cats, ferrets, rats, mice, hamsters, and birds) and always had multiple pets.  We 
currently have an elderly Toy Poodle, and two cats rescued by my daughter.  I am proud to serve on the Board 
with its long history of promoting animal welfare in Spokane. 

meet the board!

shannon dunkle | board member
Being raised on a Quarter Horse ranch in Colville, WA taught me the value of hard work, dedication and what it 
truly means to have a commitment to a cause. In my professional life, I am co-owner of LeJends, a national CPG 
brokerage firm. Outside of work, my happy place is with animals. All of them. As Anthony Douglas Williams 
stated: "Animals have hearts that feel, eyes that see and families to care for, just like you and me.” Being on the 
board of directors for the SHS inspires me to do more for those that cannot do for themselves. 

ben frier | board member

My name is Ben Frier. It has been my honor to serve on the Board of Directors for about 2 years. I am proud to be 
a part of an organization with such deep roots in the community. Born in the state of Washington, I have been 
lucky enough to live all over this great state and even more fortunate to have landed in Spokane. I have worked 
for the Department of Corrections for 20 years. It was there I learned about the Spokane Humane Society Pawsi-
tive Dog Prison Training Program, which allowed me to see first-hand the impact companion animals have on 
humans. Through this program I found my two furrkids, Roxie and Teddy - who are both the perfect mix of loyal-
ty, intelligence, and love.  SHS really does create happiness by bringing pets and people together. “Some people 
talk to animals. Not many listen though. That is the problem”. A.A. Milne



A simple gift - that costs you nothing during your lifetime - will 

make a lasting impact and support our work far into the future.

leave a legacy of love

w w w. s p o k a n e h u m a n e s o c i e t y . o r g / l e a v e - a - l e g a c y
o r  c a l l  ( 5 0 9 )  4 6 7- 5 2 3 5  e x t .  2 1 3

S e r v i n g  S p o k a n e  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  a n i m a l s  s i n c e  1 8 9 7


